ACCOUNT
OF THE
COMPETITION OF PIPERS,

Held at Edinburgh, 28th July 1813.

P HE Annual Competition for Prizes given by the Highland Society of London, to the

five best performers on the Great Highland Bagpipe, was held in the Theatre-Royal
here, on Wednesday, (28th July 18] 3,) in presence of a Committee of Judges appointed hy
the Highland Society of Scotland, and a numerous and highly respectable audience.

The first prize, being a handsome Pipe of excellent tone and workmanship, properly mounft=
ed and adorned with a silver plate, upon which there has since been engraved the proper in-
scription, with 40 merks in money, was adjudged to Fixpray MacrEoDp, a native of Glen-
moriston, Inverness-shire, and piper to the 79th (Highland) Regiment.

The second prize, being 60 merks, was voted to RonerT MAckATY, from Lord Reay’s
country. !

The third prize, of 50 merks, was given to Kexxetu Logan, piper-major to the 71st Re-
giment.

ArLexANDER MAcerEGOR, from Fortingal, Perthshire, obtained the fourth prize of 45
merks.

And the fifth prize, of 40 merks, was bestowed on Fraxcrs MaeNIcoL, second piper to
the Scots Royals.

The Right Honourable Sir Jonx Sincrair was Preses of the Judges on the occasion, and
was assisted by Sir A. Macpovarp Locxuart, Mr Lamont of Lamont, General GRAHAM
Srincing, Colonel Macerecor Murray, Mr Grant of Corrymony, and several other
Highland Gentlemen, eminently skilled in pipe-music. Sir Jomnx, in delivering the prizes fo
the preferred Competitors, addressed them respectively, in presence of the audience, in highly
energetic, elegant, and appropriate terms. To Finpray MacrEoD, who obtained the first
prize, the patriotic Baronet, so far as we could collect, stated,—

¢¢ That the Committee of Judges appointed to attend this Competition, were apprehensive
that some circumstances might have rendered it hardly equal to former exhibitions of a similar
nature.

¢ In the first place, it is well known, that almost the whole of our regular forces are now
employed on foreign service ; and, in such a case, it could neither be desired nor expecied,
that ¢ corps of Highlanders,” who have so much distinguished themselves on all occasions,
should be left at home, when their brave comrades were so successfully fighting abroad the
battles of their country. The pipers attached to these corps of course accompanied them,
some of whom might otherwise have been present at this competition ; but they were better
employed, in animating, by their martial strains, the spirit of their countrymen. The valorous
conduct of those warlike corps does not require any additional eulogium. It may be su flicient
to remark, that there is no sound which the immortal WeLriNeron hears with more delight,
or the marshals of France with more dismay, than the notes of a Highland pibrach.*

¢¢ Another circumstance has also tended to diminish the number of competitors at this time,
A rule has been fortunately established for interchanging the militias of England, Scotland,
and Ireland, in consequence of which our Scots corps of militia are guarding Cork and Ports.
mouth, and other places of consequence in our sister kingdoms, whilst two most respectable
corps from England, (the counties of Norfolk and Northampton, ) and the gallant sons of An-
trim, in Ireland, are garrisoning the metropolis of Scotland. The system of interchange is
much to be approved of ; for it will extinguish any remnant of ancient prejudice, and will soon
cordially unite, by affection as well as by law, three nations, formerly under distinct govern-
ments, but now consolidated into one great empire. This system of interchange, in other re-
spects so desirable, is not favourable to this competition.

¢¢ Farther, some corps of Highland local militia have been enibodied about this time, whose
pipers might otherwise have attended upon the present occasion.

¢¢ Under these disadvantageous circumstances, the Committee have seen with pleasure that
so many competitors have appeared; and they rejoice to find, both from the number of
candidates who have entered the lists, and from the attendance of so respectable an audi-
ence, that a spirit for preserving the martial music of their country continnes unabated. The
Committee have listened to the performances of the several competitors with much satisfaction

and interest ; and, after full deliberation, they have directed me to deliver the prize pipe to

® A Pibrach means a Highland march, peculiarly caleulated for the ba
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hout a considerable diversity of epiniom You have already received, at

you, though not wit

former exhibitions, premiums of an inferior description ; and I have now much pleasure in de-

greatest object of your professional ambiticn. It is a source of

livering to you this last and
additional satisfaction to the Committee, that this prize has been bestowed on one who, besides

his merits as a piper, (the great object to be attended to at this competition,) has, since he
gained the second prize, been wounded four times in the service, with that excellent corps,

the 79th, a regiment commanded by a brave and hardy veteran, General ArpaN CAMERON

of Erracht.

¢¢ I now deliver you this pipe,
aud I have no doubt you will hand it down with pride to your posterity.
plauded, in particular the allusion to *¢ The immortal WEeLLING-

with which you are only to play upon great occasions 3

This speech was much ap
ton,” and the advantages which are so likely to result from interchanging the militias.
From the great improvements made by performers since this Annual Competition has
taken place, the judges had the satisfaction to find that, in 5euur:1]; all who appeared were
good players.

Besides those who obtained t
Bruck, Esq. of Glenelg, was particul
ing formerly gained the second prize, by the rules upon w
In stating this to Brucg, the Preses announced

he prizes, ALEXANDER Bruce from Skye, piper to P. C.
arly marked as a superior performer ; but, from his hav-
hich the Competition is conducted,

he could only compete for the prize pipe.

the intention of the Committee of rewarding his merits in a suitable manner.

The audience were also much pleased and entertained by Highland dances and reels, in-

troduced between the acts. The strathspey, or fwasome which was danced in good style
P 3 o) Y

by two Highlanders, was highly relished by the audience.

From the increased support which not only those connected with the Highlands, but in ge-

neral the company who are in town at the Races, are pleased to give to this annual competi-
tion and exhibition, the Committee had the satisfaction to find, that besides making additions

to several of the prizes, they were enabled to malke a handsome distribution among the unsuc-

cessfal candidates, some of whom had come from a great distance, to encourage them in a far-
{her exertion and improvement in this ancient, warlike, and national music, and also among
the Highland dancers.-

S ———

GAELIC TRANSLATION.

COMH.DHEUCHAINN NAM PIOBAIREAN GAEDHLEACIL.

/kN Dun.Eudainn air an ochdamh la thar fhichead de mhios mu dheireadh an t-samhraidh,

bha Comh-dheuchainn air son nan geall tha air an tabhairt gach bhliadhna le Comunn Gaedh-

leach Lunduinn, do’n choignear a b’fhearr a chluiche
am fianuis Roinn-shonruichte de lachd-breitheamh,

adh air a phiob mhoir G haedhleach air

a cumail anns an tigh chluich rioghail,
chaidh a thaghadh le Comunn Gaedhleach na h.Alba, agus am fianuis cuideachd lionmhoir agus

urramaich.

Chaidh an ceud geall, piob-f honmhor, ro innealta, ann an deagh gh
freagarrach agus da fhichead marg-

leus, agus air a h.uim-

eacheadh le airgid, air an do chuireadh o’n dm sin sgriobh
airgid a thabhairt do Furonrapn MacLgoinp o Ghleann-Moriston, ann an Sioramachd
Innernios, piobair do’n naoi freiceadan deug thar tri fichead.

Chaidh an dara geall tri fichead marg a thabhairt do Rarsearp MacAoipH o dhuthaich
Mauic AoipH.

An treas geall leth-cheud marg, do CroINNEACH LocAx, ceud piobair an aon fhreicea-
dan deug thar tri fichead.

An ceathramh geall, coig marg thar dafhichead do ArAsToIR Mac GuriocArr a Fartar.
chill ann an Sioramachd Pheairt, Agus,

Chaidh an coigeadh geall, da [ hichead marg a thabhairt do Farancis MacNEAcaILy,
dara piobair do’n fhreiceadan rioghail Albanaich.

Bha an Ridire ard urramach Iaixn Macna Cearpa, na riaghl-ear air na breitheanaibh
’s an Am 50, agus bha lathair maille ris, an Ridire A, MacDuosuirt Lockart, MacLao-
MmAIN NA 5-A1RDE, CEANN-FEADHNA GRANAM SRUILEADI, CeAnN-FEADENA Mac Gurie-
Atk Muirg, TieuearNa Coir ’A MIONATDH, agus roinn mhor do dhaoin’ uaisle gaedhleach
eile, tha fior-eolach mu cheol na pioba. Air do’n ridire ard urramach na geill a luithairt
dhoibhsan a bhuadhaich, labhair e ris gach aon faleth, ann am fianuis na cuideachd mhor bha
lathair, ann an ard-chainnt, bhrioghar, laidir, fhreagarrach. Co fhada 3 a b’urrainn duinne a
thabhairt fainear, thuirt an Ridire mathasach ri FroxNrapn MacLroip a fhuair an ceud

gheall.
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¢¢ Bha an luchd-breitheamh chaidh a shonruchadh gu feitheamh air an deuchainn so, fo ea.
2l a thaobh nithe araidh, nach bitheadh an deuchainn so, €o.maith air a frithealaidh ’s a b’abh-
ga
aist di.

€ Ajr tus, tha dearbh.fhiosrachadh againn, gu’m bheil a chuid as mé do fheachd na riogh.

achd aig_ an am so ann an duthchana eile, agus uime sin, cha bu dugh dhuinn, agus cha b*aill

Jeinn, gu’m bitheadh na freiceadana gaedhleach, fhuair clin co.mor anns gach aite air am fa.

gail aig baile, nuair a tha an co-shaighd-eara treuna ag cogadh co-buaghar air son maith an duth-
cha. Chaidh am piobairean fein maille ris gach freiceadan gaedhleach, agus uaithe sin, cha

robh e comasach dhoibh bhi lathair aig an deuchainn so; ach bha iadsan ri treunadas as mo’

% an &m so, ag toirt misnich do an luchd.duthcha, agusle ceol na piob mhoir ghaedhleach

7gam brosnuchadh gu cath an aghaidh an naimhde dian fuileachdach. Cha’ n urrainn neach
air bith moladh ni ’s mé na so a thoirt do’n deagh.dheanadas. Is leor e ri radh nach ‘eil
fuaim as taitnich an cluais WELLINGTON @ bhitheas ainmeil air feadh gach linn, no as fuath-
aiche le feachd ne I'rainge, na sgal osgarra ard na piob mhoir.

¢t Tha ni eile re thoirt fainear, a lughdaich aireamh an luchd-deuchainn aig an dm so. A
reir riaghailtean na rioghachda tha e air a shonruchadh, gu’m bith luchd.dionaidh ar duthcha
air an sgaoileadh air feadh gach earrainn do na tri rioghachdan, Leis an riaghladh so, tha
freiceadana Alba, dionadh Chork agus Phortsmouth, nuair tha da fhreiceadan shasganach,
(Norfolk agus Northampton,) agus aon freiceadan Eirinneach, laoich threun Antrim, dion-
adh ard chathair na h Alba. Tha ’n t-arrachadh so ro-thaitneach do’n duthaich gu h-iomlan,
oir cuiridh e as do dh’asn seann fhuath no falachd a bh’eatorra, agus tha e dh’aon inntin ag
aontachadh nan tri rioghachdan, ann an deagh-ghean agus fo aon lagh, gu bhi nan acn Iom-
paireachd mhoir agus chumhachdaich. Ach ged tha an riaghal so ro-thaitneach agus chom
aaith nan uile, cha 'n’eil e co-iomchuidh do’n deuchainn bhliadhnail so.

¢t Gidheadh, thug na breitheamhna fainear te mor thoileachadh an roinn de luchd-deuchainn
a thainig air an aghaidh, agus tha iad faicinn aig an am cheudna le mor sholas, bho aireamh
pam piobairean, agus na cuideachd mhor tha lathair, nach’eil an tlachd ann an ceol an sinnsi-
readh agus an duthcha dol an lughaid. Db’ eisd na breitheamhna ri ceol an luchd-deuchainn fa
leth le mor thaitneachd agus aire, agus an deigh mion-smaoineachadh, dh’ aithne iad domh-
sa 2 phiob-gheil a linthairt duitse, ach cha’n ann gu h.aen-sgeunlach.

¢¢ Fhuair thu aig deuchainnaibh roimhe so geill bu neo-luachmhoire, agus tha nise mor
thlachd agam ann an linthairt duit a gheill so as airde, ris an ion duit finthair a bhi agad a thaobh
ealadhain. Tha anabarrach toilleachaidh aig an luchd-riaghlaidh, gu’m bheil an geall so air

a bhuileachadh air aon, a bharr air a chlin, mar phiobair (a chuis a tha feumail ri thoirt-fainear
aig an deuchainn so) chaidh, o’n choisin e an dara geall, a leonadh ceithir uairean ann an
mathas a Righ, maille ris a bhuidheann ainmeil sin an naoi freiceadan deug thar trifichead do’n
ceann-feadhna an laoch treubhach cruadalach Frar Nax Earracup,

¢t Tha mi nise a liuthairt na pioba so dhuit, leis nach ’eil thu gu bhi cluicheadh ach air
amaibh sonruichte, agus cha n’ eil teagamh air bith agam nach liuthair thu le uaill thairis i do
d’shliochd.”

Thaitinn a chainnt so ris a chuideachd gn h-iomlan, gu hearaidh na bhuin do’n ard cheann-
feachd WeLLINGTON, agus an tairbhe tha cosmhuil ri eiridh o luchd-dionaidh duthcha, gu
bhi air an atharrachadh do dhuthchana eile.

Leis an leasachadh mor a rinn an luchd.cluicheadh, o thoiseach na Deuchainn Bhliadhnail
so, thug na breitheamhna fainear le mor thoileachadh gu’n robh am bithdheantas gach neach a
thainig air an aghaidh ’n an deagh luchd-ciunil. A bharr orrasan a fhuair na geill bha ALasToIR
Bruce o’n Eilean-Sgiathanach piobair do P. C. Bruce, tighearna-Ghlinn.Eilg, gu comh-
ruichte air a shonruchadh *na rogha piobaire, ach a chionn gu’n d’fhuair e an dara geall roimhe
s0, cha’n fhendadh e a thaobh riaghailtean na deuchainn so, ach cluicheadh air son a cheud
gheill. Le so mhineachadh do Baruce, chuir an fear-righlaidh an ceill da, gu'n robh rin air
na breitheamhnaibh luach-saothrach a thoirt da, co-lorg a thoilteanais.

Bha an luchd eisdeachd air an toileachadh gu mor le damhsadh gaedhleach, eadar puirt nam
piobairean. Bha na puirt.dheise chaidh dhamhsadh gu clis le di ghaedheal ro.thaitneach leo,
O’n bharrachd comhnaidh uathasan a bhuineas do’n Ghaeltachd; ach gu coitchionn o’n chuid.
eachd a tha ann sa’ bhaile an Am na co-ruith, bha toil-inutin aig na breitheamhnaibh gu’n robh e
’n an comas leasachadh a dheanamh air cuid do na geill, agus cail eigin a bhuileachadh
orrasan nach d’ fhuairiad, agus a thainig am fada, chum am brosnuchadh gus an tuille oidhirp
a thoirt air fis ni’s fearr ann an cluicheadh, seann cheol gaisgeil an dutheha, agus mar an ceud-
na do na damhsairean.

Dun-eudainn, 3 do cheud mhios}
an Fhogharaidh 1813,  §
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