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THE PRESENT QUESTION,

CONSTITUTIONAL POINT OF

THE C()nﬁ:it ition of the Britifh Government is juftly con-
fidered as the moft perfeét of human inftitutions. It ismore
G Ompl‘ltu, than any {yftem of the kind hitherto reduced into
- practice, as a whole; and its parts are {o conneéted, that they
form both a {pring and a check to each other. The King is
the firft vital principle of the Body Politic: He is, therefore,
confidered as permanent, in the exercife of the political func-
tions; and, in the eye of the Law, he is deemed immortal.
He is, in a manner, fuppofed to be perfei?, as the Conftitu-
tion {fays he can do no wrong. His Servants alone are fe-
{ponfible for the meafures of his Government: and this is
the great (and 1t is a {uffitiént) check on any improper ex-
enfion or exertion of the Prerogative Royal. Nothing can be
more wife and falutary, than the following three maxims:

1. That, in a political view, as the King never dies, there
can be no difpute about filling the Throne, upon his natu-
ral demife.

II. As the Conftitution declares he can do no wrong, his
fituation cannot: be liable torevolution or change: and, con-
{fequently, he remains the permanent pillar which {fupports

the Government; whilft the two other branches of the Legii-

Jature are fubjet to a temporary fufpenfion or renewal of

their funétions.

III. As the King’s Servants are anfwerable for the

fures of the King, asit istaken for granted they ady
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they execute, no detr: y the Conftitution,
from the political permanency, and want of error, in the
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This refponfibility of Minifters on the one hand, gives

them much power on the other: for they, 1n a great de-
gree, {anctify and protect their meafures, by making them

T'he Conftitution knows ef no POWEr
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in the State, but what flows in a regular gradation from
CJ )
the Sovercign; -and, confequently, every act of Minifters,
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nation, at this junéture, hi;';g‘c::. The Kiz‘,g’a‘ Miniiters, it

15 acknowledged on ‘all hands, cannot act, at prefent, ‘either
lawfully or-conflitutionally, “as they cannot receive either the or-
der or fignature of thc King. If, therefore, they at at all,
they wufurp the Regal I“ﬂ-“-v" in their own ‘-:er{uns, and are be-
come anf{werable m the laws of their country for their con-
duct.  If they do not aft at all, or rather, if they obffrué? and
delay the reftoration of the firft vital principle of the E.?‘:lu-:,
ey are, in the eyeof the Law, guilty of bigh crimes and mi/-

demeanors,  In either of the above cafes, they are bound, by

the ftrongeft of human ties, @ regard to their own f:

provide inftantly for the Reftoration of the Executive Power

-

to legalize their own acls, or to obtain a le egal indemnity for
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keeping fufpended by evafion and delay, the Regal fun
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tions, which the unfortunate malady of the KINg nas inter-
rupted.

No appeal to'the People, no dependence on a Majority of
the two Houfes of Parliament, to Minifters fo fituated as
they are now circumfitanced, will be a {ufficient fecurity

I'he People may be deceived. The two Houfes are as in-
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out the fanétion a1 rnature of the Sovereign, or his Re-
preientative. Mere I?lcia_xl:.'iti(':]_l:i are matters of opinion, not

there is no fafety but in acts, which, ha ving pafled through
both Houfes, have received the aflent of the Executive au-

ftitution of the country, and permanently binding, as far at
as perfonal {ecurity is concerned.

It being a furidamental Zzw in the Conftitution, that all
s of Minifters originate with the King; it follows, that
if Minifters have, in any one in "[:mcc, atted at all during the
:intcrmption of the Royal functions, that they have USURPED
THE KINGLY POWER, the gre 11"(:?( crime that cah be com-
mitted againft the State. 'The moment that proofs were ex-

hibited before both Houfes, that the Regal funétions were
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interrupted, the power of action in the King's Servants

ceafed. This js & matter -of public notoriety. The afcer-
taining of facts and dates will, therefore, be fuflicient to
eftablith the guilt. If nothing actually has been done {ince
the firft Vote pafled, with refpect to the interr uption of the
Royal authority, delay, though a lefs one than the i_“()l‘mcr,
is ftill a great crime.

The remedy to all our late misfortunes was obvious. Ap-
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plication thould have been made, in the firft inftance, to the
Great Perfonage appointed by the laws of the Conftitution,
'!‘.ff Régal functions. Hefhould

(a8
have been requefted to open Parliament accort ling tothe ufu-
al forms, which alonecan render theirt anfactions legal. No
‘nanimate fubflance will ever be all ywed tofupply the deficiency
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the Executive authority, vhich is new become, i1 a man-
ner, extinft. If Regulations are deemed neceflary, for cir-
cumficribing a little the power of the Regent in exercifing
the Royal Prerogative, and that for fome {pecific and li-
mited time, let the outlines of thofe Regulations be commu-
nicated to his Royal Highnefs it the Addrefles, which will
requeft him to aflume the Executive authority. This isthe
line pointed out by expediency and reafon; and it is that

which the Conftitution has prefcribed. The Revolution

furnifhes us with a precedent in point. In the Addrefs of

¢he Commons ‘to ‘the Prince of Orange to accept-of the
throne, they prefixed the articles on which was afterwards
founded the Bill of Rights. They did not fay to him thus:
<« Sir, we intend to confer upon you the Regal functions in
< this country; but your time is notyet arrived. Wehave
« fome Rights of 'the People-to eftablifh: we have fome re-
« ftrictions on the'Royal Prerogative to frame. Aswe can-
“ not ¢ruft you, after youare King, to give yeur aflent to any
¢« A¢t that may trench upon yéur authority,, we will make
an inaniwate thing, called the-Great Seal, King pro fempore,
to anfwer our purpofes. This.inammate King will, in the
firft inftance, open a Parliament; and afterwards give s
affent to the Bill of Rights. After we have thus fecured

your good behaviour, we will make you the.Seal’s Succeffor.”

. The language of the Revolution ‘Parliament was the
contrary of the above: ¢ Wehave a good-opinion of your
< talents; andwe will not diftruft your principles, {o far as
« to fuppofe it poffible, yowwillrefufe your affent to fuch
« regulations, refpecting the .Conftitutional Rights of the

People, as we may think expedient to make, after you

have. legalized ouvr proceedings, by opening the Seflion.

¢ We, therefore, requeft, that you will affume the Regal
authority; and reftore to life the Conftitution of this coun-
try, which cannot exift, as long as the Executive Govern-
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ment is. either.dormant oxr extinéd.
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