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upon the sulject of this gentleman’s conduct,
I have only to add, with respect to him, that
it must now be clear to every man 'of com-

POLITICAL REGISTER.—Continental IWur.

mon understanding, that, it was a premise of |

Treasary support upon this oceasion, which
was then known, at the Freasury. to be ap-
proaching ; that -it was upon this promise,
Joed to the evident danger of losi 1w-his Ju-
crative places, that hd surrendered the sheep-
like Electors of Wesimmster into the hands
of Lord Percy, They are now in excellent
hands indeed. T.et them bleat, and bleat
again, when their fleeces are stripped from
their backs ! In Hampshire, as “every
where else, in case of a contest, the sudden-
ness of the dissolution must prove faveurable
to the ministerial candidates; because, in
one way or another, they must have been
apprized sooncr than their cpponents, of the
intention of the ministry in this respect,
The oppenent candidates and their friends
were, as much as possible, kept in the dark,
to do which most effectvally, the address of
Mr. Windham to the Electors of Norfolk,
contributed more than any other cause, and,
indeed, than all other causes put together.
Upon reading that address, I, for my own
part, was fully convinced, that no dissolu-
tion, atan early period, was intended; and,
I do sincerely believe, that, at the time when
the address was written, Mr. Windham did
not expect a speedy dissolntion ; for, I must
sec something in him that I never yet have
seen, before 1 can, for one moment, enter-
tain the idea, that he would put his Land to
and promulgate any thing intended to de-
ceive.——As to the general consequences of
any attempts that shall be made to deprive
us of the last remains of those blessings for
which our fathers so succes:fully contended,
it is as useless as it is unmanly, to waste one

self in moralizing lamentations, Feelings
of contempt, or of indignation, are those
which ought to animate our breasts. Despair
should never, for an hour, be given way to.
We ought to wait with patient resolition
for the day, when events shall enable us to

exert ourselves effectually for the preserva-. |

tion of our freedom and the just rights and
powers of the crown; but, in the mean-
while, it is contemptible to be seen fretting
and whining away our existence, like the
senseless bird, which, having nine hundred
and ninety-nive thousand times unavailingly
pecked and scratched agzinst the cause of its
slavery, makes the millionth peck in just the
same manner, and with as little effect and as
little resentiment, as it made the first.
CoNTINENTAL WaAR. The manifésto
of Prussia, and the pullication (for it has
no diplomatic name) of England have now

[644

appeared.  As to the former, it containsa
pretty full enumeration of the encroach-
ments of France, and of the submissions.of
other powers; but, as the Morning Chroni-
cle has well observed, * the things are nei-
¢ ther rich nor rare,” though one may na-*
turally enongh be astonished to mect “with
them in a Prussian manifesto. His Prussian
Majesty has made an appeal to his people
and to the world ; but, has he not made it a
little too late? It has been a hundred times,
and, by a hundred different writers, pre=
dicted, that Pr was bent upon the ho-
norable distinction of being swallowed last ;
but, 1 cannot refrain from reminding the
editor of the Morning Chronicle, who is
now ridicoling, and with much reason, the
Prussians for (s‘ﬂiting to be attacked, that he,
above all men living, should be moderate in
his censure mpon that score, having, from
the time of the Duke of Brunswick’s re-
treat to almost the present time, extolled
the scisdom of the Prussian monarch’s pa-
cifie conduct, The Declaration (for we
must give it some name) of England, says
very little that we did not anticipate, We
learn, indeed, that Napoleon was willing to
cause Hanover to be ceded back to its
elector ; and, well he might, when he knew
that he was thereby securely re-fixing a mill-
stone about the neck “of England, and was,
besides, making a deduction from the
means of Prussia, to annihilate whom he
appears to have recolved. Any thing fur-
ther than this, the Declaration only shews,
that our ministers have been amused by Na-
poleon, while be was maturing his plans
and preparations for a renewal of the war.,
As to Russia, it is now, I think, evident,
that the treaty of D'Oubril was prevented
from being ratified only in consequence of
our interference; and, while I give no
opinion about the merality of the refusal to
ratify, I muost commend the address by
which it was caused. To treat in conjunc-
tion with other powers was our object, and
that object France was resolved not to sufter
to be accomplished. The consequence
has been war. War actually begun. - A
fourth coalition against France in good ear-
nest entered upon ; and, in all appearance,
with as much probability of success as the
last. Some of the newspapers assure their
eaders that the Prussians have retreated
werely for the purpose of leading the

Lirench into a snare! But, surely, when *

those readers recollect, as they certainly
must, that this same reason, by these same
writers, was- given for every retreat of the
Austrians and Russians from the banks
of the Schwartz, they will not again be

1
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the dupes of these deluding or deluded
men! ¢ Intoasnare!” Good God! Was
it a snare. that Napoleon fell into at Vienua ?
Was it a snare that hefoundin the conquered
capital and kingdoms of his antagonist? And,
is there apother snare awaiting him at Berlin @
1s the Duke of Brunswick, not less renowned
than his Royal Nephew, really preparing a
snare for Napoleon ?  No: let us not rest
our hopes upon such a basel foundation.
Tet us look for success in advances, and
not in retreats, But, amongst all the
discouraging circumstances which are visible
in the outset of this war, there is one that I,
and, I believe, every Englishman that loves
and honours his country, hails with joy:
I allude to the announced approaching
departure of the Hanoverian regiments that
are now in this kingdem. My reasons for
wishing to see this were stated in the fore-
going sheet at pages 38 84, To those
reasons I could now add many others; but,
Leing well assured, that they will readily
ggest themselves to every English mind
thatis not totally debased, I shall, upon the
present occasion, content myself with an
expression of joy that the measure has been
adopted, of sincere thanks towards those

1
1 3

with whom it has originated, and of lively
bopethatitmay neveragainbe reuadered neces-
saryaslongas England shallbe called England.
4

They are going! Really, 1 hope, goin
And, success go with them! They are
destined, perhaps, especially now that th
Liave been (1isc'apiincd by that skill, which
shone forth, accompanied with so rmouch
courage, in the wars which England has
waged upon the continent; thus prepared,
they are, perhaps, destined to retrieve the
lost fortunes of Europe ; and, I do earnestly
hope, that, seeing this glorions prospect is
before them, we shall not be so selfish, so
detestably vile, as 1o wish to retain one
single whisker, or even a single hair of them
in this country.

Paunries. It isrumoured, and in a way,
too, that seems to prepare ns for a confirma-
tion, that Mr. ¥ indham is about to resign,
or to be turned out of (no matter which)
his place ; and, the reasons given in conver-
sation are, first, that he is resolved not to
remain in, unless Gzneral Craufurd be sent
ou the expedition, tothe command of which
Jie was appointed ; and second, that the rest
of the ‘eabinet are glad to get rid of him on
account of the unpopularity which, as the
au hor of themeasures kostile to Lhe volwiteers
and the miliiia, he has brought, and is
bringing upon them, Fither of these peasons
would be sufficient ; the former for his
woluntary and indignant resignation ; and,

ias

-
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|

|

- perbaps than any one general we have.

| than any

| men in the field, and has,
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the latter, for his place-loving eolleagues to
turn him ount. But, with regard to his me-
sit or demerit, what isthere alledged against
General Craufurd, that the appointment
should be cancelled? He is so young an
officer! Is seniority, then, the standard of
promotion in our service ? Of mere brevet
promotion it is; but, are there not many
men now commanding regiments that never
servedanhour inany othercapacity ? Andasto
the command of expeditions, or of divisions
of the army at home, has the selection been
made according to age, or to years of service ?
Every one will answer this question in the
negative : for, an answer in the affirmative
would be too notoriously false not to expose
ihe apswerer to contempt. But, General
Craufard has no service.” More,
He
has, if T am not much misinformed, been in
more battles, has seeni more of the arrange-
ment and the operations of large bodies of
especially, seen
more of the attack and defence of the French,
-eneral officer in the British servie:,
But, the fact is, that the two alledged objec-
tions against Mr. Windham are closely
connected ; and, I am fully persuaded, that
those zealuus and manly gentiemen of the
regular army, who are saild to have made a
strong remoustrance against the appoint-

seen

ment “of Craufurd, would have
been pertectl) nt, had they not felt ea-
couraged by thecry raised agal him on

account of the part which he took, as 2
member of parliament, with regard to the
Voluntesrs and-the Militio ; if they had not

felt encour
having (¢

D

ed by a oy 2 t him for

teful gentlemen ) endeavoured
to restore to them those honours, of which
they and therest of the army had been rob-
bed ! This stands in need of no farther
comment at the present.- That Mr.
Windham should leave the cabinet, unsup-

Fox,

ported, ashe now must
tly, 1

and, apparen jord Fit

one can be surj Eat, though 1 can
readily believe, that many of the present
cabinet would be glad to ha

Ve an oppor-

tunity of silencing their opponents by “° re-
' \'L:rs'mg his richteous decrees,” I can see
another reason, and that a very powerful
one too, why he will find it difacult to ve-

main; and thais, that beis bound not to
suffer the inguiry with regard to Lord IVel-
lesley to drop ; and, itis strongly presumed
that a glc:w't majority of the cabivet, nok
only wish that inquiry to fall into oblivion,
but to bring Lord 17 llesley hi elf into the
cabinet |——Mr Windham did mnot, he
could the cabinet, seeing the

not, enter
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suing my undertaking,

that support, which had been so firmly pro-
mised ; I soon found that all those promises
were gone to the winds, and that, with a

few most honourable exceptions, the House

was resolved to leave me solely to contend
against all the influence and all the arrogance

of unbridled power. With the exception of
~yousself, my Lord, of Mr. Windham, Doctor
Laurence, Lord Ossulston, the Marquis of

- Douglas, Lord Archibald Hamilton, Mr.
[y Martin of Galway, Mr, Martin of Tewkes-
bury, Sir John Wrottesley, Sir William
Geary, and My, William Smith, who seem-

3 ed to despise power in the pursuit of justice,
% ) and who, the more to their honour, were,
only one or two of them, engaged by any
previous promise, either expres: li
with these exceptions, I met hot, in a si s
man, with cordial and disinterested support,
though, in several, I occasionally met
with support dictated by party or personal
miotives.

It wes not, however, until the 27th of
anuary, that I received a full demonstration
of ‘the effects of the changes then actually
taking place. On that day, when I had,

e
b

\

e

g B
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Zen

7

-~ ‘;'C

: V)
A A
~L ,(".

\i\ 3 agreeably tonotice, several moticns to make
{ Al in the House of Commons, relative to Lord
IR Wellesley, I was. requested by Colonel

M‘Mahon, in writing, and, as he stated,
by command of the Prince of Wales, to
attend at Carlton-House, between two and
three o'clock.  On my arrival, I found the
Duke of Bedford in andience with the Prince,
and the Duke of Norfolk wailing for the
same purpose ; and, as I was obliged to be
in the House by four o'clock, Colone!
MMahon communicated to me the wishes
of the Prince, which were (for I immediate-
ly made a minute of the conversation),
¢ that the new ministry being almost form-
“.ed, Lord Grenvi
¢ House, and had spoken partig
<« the Sibject of Lord Weilesley J that the
= *¢ Prince, In consequence, wished me to

L AR T M ATk
s A #.'* togive up all further proceedings against

-him ; that he had seen with particular re~
Lwdtﬁ gret the notices which I had given for
¢ thatday; that, at allevents, it would be

“ pradent for myself, and pleasing to the

# Prince and the greater part of the new

“ ministry, for me to lay upon my oars, at

¢ present, as Mr. Francis, Mr. Sheridan,

¢« and others, had done.” My answer was,

that it gave me exquisite pain to act contrary

ijlz 4,1-:/5-
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to the wishes of the Prince of Wales,” Dut

| that, seeing, that to obey those wishes, as
thus communicated to me, would be to
abandon the caupgaf jpstice and to ruin my
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full of the hopes of | own character
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for ever' in the eyes of all
honest and honourable men, I was compell-
ed to pursue the line of conduct which I had

| traced out for myself; and, accordingly, I

e

proceeded to the House of Commons, where
I made my promised motions, which you,
my Lord, did me the honour to second, and
for which support I have only to hope, thar,
sooner ot later, your country will feel as
deep a sense of gratitude as that wlhich will
ever remain in my own breas

———

he next day, haviig in th> mean while,
€x

received an oression of regret through
Col, M‘Mal I wrote to Mr. Fox, fully
T—':CI'i})iit:__f the path from which I was re-
solved hever to depart; I depicted the mea-
sures and the conduct of Lord Wellesley ;
I reminded him of the principles which I
had imbibed from himself; and I besought

him, in a tone the most urgent, and yet the -

most respectful, to spare me the sorrow, and
all his admirers the mortification of being
compelled, by any connivance of his at an
attempt to screen Lord Wellesley, to think
differently of him, who had ever been the
object of my esteem and veneration. In
answer to this letter, I received a hote re-
ferring the matter to a personal interview ;
which interview, after a subsequent appoint-
ment, took place in February, when ke,
with his usual frankness, told me that, * As
Mr, Sheridan had given up the prosecu-
tion of the conduct of Lord Wellesley in
the Carnatie, and as Mr. Francis had, in
like manner, given up his proposed in-
quiry into the affairs of the Mahrattahs,
he bhad much wished, on account of
Lord Grenville, who had resolved to stand
by Lord Wellesley, that further proceed-
ings, on my part a'so, could have been
given up with hohour; that my letter,
however, had destroyed all hope of that
sort; that, such being the case, and know-
ing, as he did, of the Intended Dispatch
of the Court of Directors, he would coun-
tenance a fair investigation, but would,
" bowever, pledge himself to no specific
step to be taken therein ; that, though he
would attend in "his place, he would not
sound a trompet in any intermedidte
stage of the discussions, but that, when
the question was fairly brought before
the House, he would conscientiously do
his doty. It has,” added he, < beer
suggested to us,” (the Ministers) * to
withdraw, or to keep away, when the dis-
cussions upon this subject are to come on 3
and some of us have been inclined to fo
so; but, for my part, I cannot. and wirl
not do that.” Mr. Fox did, accordingly,

"

[
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all attend ; but, as your Lordship must remem- ‘
1]- ber, neither he nor any other person, your-
o sclf and the above-named gentleman except- \
i ed, gave me any support whatever, in a con-
g test against all the power and all the mfluence |
i, of both the late anJ} the present ‘rmnv‘lel')'; :
fd who, though sometimes excessively bitter |
at, against ea Lh other, never failed cordiaily to
58 unite and co- operate against every step Jead-
Al ing to an investigation into the conduct of
% Lord Wellesley. ! b7 :
le, Nevertheless, in spite of this (‘()ﬂ‘.hlllﬁ'llt\ﬂ, '
ok ﬁ“"— such an one, I believe, as scarcely any single |
ﬁ}, 5T individual ever before ventured to e'nnh"nd
o s with ; certain points were carried, much in-
i A teresting information wis obtained, good |
s deal oflcxpmure was effected, numerous facts |
1 never intended to see the light were rendered
ht familiar to the public, articles of impeach-
e - saent were pmduud grounded npon those
il facts, and the ministry were not be n.l enough
5 to stifle them by a marshalled majority,
i brought down by Lord Temple and the |
ol brothers of Lord Wellesley. Those ar- |
o ticles remained upon the records of the -‘
fri House; and, it was easy to foresee, that,
. at the opening of a new session, not a mo-
% ment would be lost by me, in reviving the
e discussions, and in reducing the House to the
e, necessity of vofing "‘"’f unpwm.'m{m!, or a cen-
iy sure at least ; or, of declaring in the face of
I the nation, of Europe in general, and of that
i enemy whom we are daily rep eaching with
i acts of wanton aggression and tyranny,
% that the conduct of Lord Wellesley to- |
5, wards the Nabob andthe country of Oude, I
e as well as towards the other Irinces and |
4 states of Hindostan, was such as the go- !
o vernment of England approved of; a di- |
7 lemma not a little embarrassing, and yet ‘
., not to be got rid of completely, x\u..pt by a ‘
it Dissolution of Parli iament, which, as your |
j Lordship is well aware, puts, at once, an end |
h lnvzll] the proceedings with respect to Lord
i W elle.ﬁ!ey, :md. for ever extinguishes all the
., accusations against him, unless I, or some
g other person be in the Parliament, and have
5 the zeal and the perseverance again to begin |
" anew, and to prosecute the arduons under-
3 taking. I am not stipposing, that this was
g the sole motive of the dissolution which is
é now about to.take place; but that it was |
o one of the motives, and that a principal one,
4 I can, when all the circumstances are consi-
3 dered, have very little doubt. Aware of the
A consequences of a dissolution with regard to |
i the proceedings against Lord We lesle ¥ A |
; lost no time, upon the rumour which first
I became current about two months ago, in

endeavouring to ascertain the disposition of
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His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, as
to his before-mentioned promise of a seat,
in case of.l dissolution before the natural de-

mise of the Parliament.  Buot this appli-
cation, my Lord, was 1not made with
the expectation of insuring a return through

the influence of the Prince of Wales,
for a ‘* favourad B-\;:':)uﬂ"n " (which, at the
same time, no 2 gift): I knew I
had sinned past forgiveness. I had rejected
the overtures of t.)e 27th and 28th of Ja-
nuary. 1 hadaided Mr. Robson in his inqui-
ries into the Abuses in the Barrack Depart-
ment. I had spoken against the new Com-
missioners Bill, and I had concurred with
Mr. Fraacis in the propriety of not exempt-
ing fore an. property (and cons t‘(?'anln the
l{l.‘.‘ s) from the Income Tax: yet, still I
was willing to learn the situation in which I
stood, and whether I was actnally to be op-
posed, where I had promises of support:
whether, in fact, those whose countenance I
had once experienced in the prosecution of
Lord Wellesley, and who found it impossible
to prevail upon me to relinquish that pursait,
would now join in a combinati ()1], to i!rL‘\Li t
my’ entering i of
Commons. Alu,ldm rly, on the 23d of -
August last, I wrete to Col M‘Mahon, re-
ing him of all the terms and circum-
ances. of the premise as above-stated, and
requesting ‘a candid and an immediate

is free

a0

1se

ans

swer.,  For four days an answer on the al-
leged want of authority was de on
the fourth an answer was still declined, but {

the reason now given was, that the Prince
(who was in town when my letter was re-
ceived), was gone upon his tour to the
Nerth, which, as the Colonel informed me,
would ple\ ent me from receiving ar
for at least six weeks. On the 215t of Septen -

ber, having obtained unquestionable proot

in the mean time that, so tar from g/
my views, an opposition, wherever I shouid }
offer myself was, as far as practicable, to
madeagainst me, inconcert with the Treasury,
I wrote again to Col. M*‘Mahon, for the

time, requesting that my application migl
al subsequient

be withdiawnaand, in my s

™ ™ 5

exertions to obtain a seat, 1 have found ob-
which iy in-

1 answ

favouris

be

last

stacles even greater than those
formation, discouraging as it was, taught nie
to expect ; so that, with the faint prospect
of success, which in the present spiritiess
state of the country, a popular contest would
afford, and considering that it is a seat, and
not an unsuccessful contest, that can favour
the cause that I bave chiefly at heart, 1 awg
constrained to fear, that, for the presenty
I shall be deprived of the honour of parti¥
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tly endeaveuring, to ex-

iticn of that ¢ the indign: ' hostility of the

in which the

n the whi
ill not thereb

reflect’ upon

past exci=

cebaria. - Hor.
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reputation and memory. If false, they have
profligately invented, if true, have treache-
rom]y published, a tale which confounds
their friend with the wretched herd of court
tools and placemen, or condemns him tothe
deeper disgrace, if deeper disgrace there be,

of Ihl't) years and upwar ds of systematic
artifice and fraud. And the man who may
boast the glory of first suggesting this tale,
is he whose delicate sympathy is too much
interested about the corpse of his friend, to
endure the idea of its being interred amidst
s the contest of an election wrangle.” Here
is, indeed, in unsophisticated theatrical pa-
thos, the geruine manager of a playhouse :
the pageantry of funeral is to him a sacred
object, but the re!mmtion the permanent
fame, the place in the affections of his coun-
trymen, and in the future reverence of his-
tory, that are to belong to the deceased, are
msmmﬁr-am trifles which the enthusiasm of
friends hip may sacrifice without scruple to
the maintenance of a situation in power,
which, thus maintained, includes every thing
that a manly mind might disdain and revolt
against.—Considerations however of this na-
ture, refer merely to the personal characters
of a few public men who have manifested
themselves unworthy of public regard. It
is in a more important view that 1 contem-
plate the argument. Itinvolves that doctrine
of munisterial controul over the freedom of
election, which seems now te be forming
rapidly into a system of the government,
sud which, whenever it shall’ bave super-
seded the independent choice of electors,
will have annihilated all that remains of free
and honourable and elevated and secure in
the nation. -Mr. Fox would bave preferred
Lord Percy ! Assuming, for argument, that
Mr. Fox is that noble character which his
friends are perpetually asserting that he was,

us that he assuredly was not, is the dictation
of Mr. Fox to decide, or the general voice of
the electors of Westminster 2 Lord Percy is
yet a boy, utterly characterless and unknown
to any ; allied by birth to the second, or
aristocratical, estate of the constitution, and
by munisterial connection to the first or re-
gal, both of which it is the chief purpose
and most unportant utility of the Hounse of
Commons strictly to controul. The electors
resolie unanimously that this is is an unfit
person to represent their city ; but Mr. Fox
has preferred him. anmdml is nominated
after individual, the ranks of professing pa-
triotism are ransacked, but the dictation of
Mr. Fox is as sacred as his funeral, not a
public character will gecept a nomination

|
|
|
|

hich epposes it, and Lord Perey repressnts
these t_]LCTl'h% When Rome had failen un-
der a military de ‘potism. ‘1' .t Emperors ap-
po.v ted the successor to their vacant royalty;
and in the w r 1800, a represen htative rf the
British people, being also a minister of the
crown, uumnn‘te" even from his grave, the
heir to his place in pariiament. Aa election
assnmes by degrees the placid form of a tes-
tamentary dexi ec and the blood of nobility,
in anticipation of its future inberitance, and
under the sanction of eloguent executors to
the last commands of a dyving Secretary of
State, lisps its infant periods of ministerial
enlogy to the spenker. A new Mark An-
thony divulges the will of a British Casar,
and, in the House of Commons *° the ho-
nouralble gentleman” becomes an antiquated
title; the benches are crowded with ** nolle
lords,” and the third estate in the govern-
ment of England is to consist in due time of
an assemblage of ministers in power, sur=
rounded by peers and placemen in expecta-
tion.—But to deliver a particular decree of
his departed friend which = disfranchises
merely the electors of Westminster, and that
in one instance alone, is too moderate a zeal
for the Treasurer of the Navy: a sweeping
condemnation must be pronounced, and the
electoral office must be consigned in univer-
sality o general contempt and aversion. The
exercise of this great privilege, the highest
department of constitutional sovereignty,
and the necessary basis of national indepen-
dence, is branded with the opprobrions
name of an “ election wrangle ;" and the
noble ardour of a people struggling in sup-
port of their rights against ministerial in-
fluence, and aristocratic usurpation, is vilified
asa * disgusting contest.” The principles
of popular freedom are to be undermined in

| their very metropolis, in the honourable
and are perpetually contributing to convince |

pride and active energy of the elector's feel-
ings; and to resist with independent disdain
the mandate of a minister’s ministerial col-
league, to maintain in being, privileges for
the confirmation of which an illustrious an-
cestry were proud to die, to be true to our
progenitors and to our posteérity, virtues the
loftiest that can dignify a nation, are to be
stigmatized as vulgar, and, as far as elo-
quence can operate, to be shamed out of
Britain. Such is the public act of a man
who affects to have devoted his life to popu-
lavdiberty ; such is almast his only public
act, since he acquired the place of a minis-
ter. The rest of his valuable time is devoted
to excursions to Greenwich, and to the offi-
cial pomp of entertainments and dances. He
can steal from these illustrious engagements,

vl
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only one short space to inform electors who
have proposed to return him, that their

franchise is a valgar  wrangle,”
exercise a “ (disgusting contest.”  The
cringing compliances of yielding méanness,
the insipid smile of contented slavery. are to
him the contrast to disgust, and he implores
from his countrymen to spare hir the mor-
tification of national manliness. = As the ma-
nager of a British theatre, he dared not have
admitted on his stage sentiments so revolt-
ing to the history of Englishmen ; but 'as a
representative of the people, and as a minis-
ter of state, he makes an opportunity of de-
livering them in one of the most public as-
semblies of the metropolis, and émploys his
best eloquence to recommend and circalate
the poison. If we could turn from these
public reflections, and from the ‘emotions of
indignation, to mere personal affairs and the
follies “of absurdity, the argument of this
ministerial orator might be worth notice as a
specimen of reasoning.  The grounds which
hie has assurmed in deprecation of an election
contest are, it they are any thing, strong ar-
guments for engaging in it with vigour. The
last representative, it is ¢aid, was 4 sincere
advocate of popular independence, and his
interment would take place during the pe-
riod of such a contest. To such a man,
then, can there be more congenial obsequies
than public manifestations of popular man-
liness, and the intrepid exercise of that in-
dependence of his constituents, which it was
the alledged business of his life to confirm ?
Could his remains be conscious to the ho-
nours of funeral, what solemnities would he
witness preferably to the conspicuous inde-
pendence of those whom it was his living
labour to maintain in independence, and to
the active and epergetic freedom of the
freemen whom he loved to inspire ! No., At
such a time the active freedom of his consti-
fuents wonld be a disgusting indeceney ; ¢ i/
is fitting” that they become a mere under-
taker’s retinuie, ““ marshalled in mute sor-
row;" and the common formalities which
all can hire, the parade of pagéantry, amidst
a silent metropolis, represented by the man
whom it has publicly resclved to be unfit to
represent it, these are the glories Teconi-
mended for his interment : his hearse is to
pass in pomp, through the stillness of politi-
cal desolation and despair. While such is
the last scene of the deceased, the contenipo-
rary occupation of his ancient associates is
congruous. His nearest friend is solicited

and its |
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to maintain that electoral spirit and popular |
boldness, in which the departed represen-
tative is said to have been sincerely interest-
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ed; he is earnestly invited to continue and
corroborate this from the same hustings
whence the colleague whom he professes 1o
| lament had roused ‘it so conspicuously : but
he prefers superintending the funeral cere-

monies.  On that day the popular candidate
he might have been : the parade colonel of a
corps of tax dependents he is. The first
course would have commemorated his dead
frientl with honour, with lustre to himself,
and benefit to his country 5 the last is a des-
pised absurdity pernicious and disgraceful to
all : but the one would have hazarded, per-
haps bave sacrificed, the gay conveniencies
of place, the other sccures them. I have
heard it reported in political circles, that
Mr. Sheridan, buving now properly with-
drawn himself from the électors of West-
minster, will be nominated as their repre-
sentative at the ensuing general election,
The incomparable Lord Perey still remain-
ing one member for the ‘city,” Mr. Sheridan
is to take the place of Lord Gardner ; and,
at the same time Sheridan, junior is to con=
sole the electors of Stafford. These, T un-
derstand, ave the ministerial arratigements ;
and here appears the guid pro quo among
the high contracting parties during the late
vacaney. - The electors of Westminster will
at length be gratified ; the intrepid Sheridan
will have obtained leave to offer himself,
and they to return him : while the not less
favoured inhabitants of Stafford will possess.
a new boast, equally conspicuons, no doubt,
in eloquence of profession, equally superior
in the pag wdship ; and, after
a short course of attentive experience, not

less illustrions in the splendours of official

gaiety. Such are the blessings of a truly pa-
ternal administration. Like ignorant chil-
dren, the silly people demanded an untimely
representative ; restrained in their inconve-
nient desires, the just measure of gratifica-
tion will be doled out to thenr at the expe-
dient period, they will ¢ receive their meat
in due season ;" and our polished and tran-
quil nation will return the general body of
its parliament safe from the *° dispusting
contests of an election wrangle.” Heaven
forbid ‘that popular vulgarity should mar
these refined arrangements, by the indignant
]‘(:’j(,‘(,‘li()l] (Jt‘ court pllf)[?!‘lﬁ, ;H‘.(i court com=
mands, and by constitutional independence
of vote! Brurus Oet. 13, 1800.

COUNTY-CLUBS,

“ It is only, gentlemen, in the County
“ of Middlesex, and very few others, and
“in still fewer cities and towns, - where
‘¢ there are any remaans of true popular in-
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termine if only part of the evidence is to be
oTered? Assuredly, give mone or give the
whole. And, though no criminal result be

deduced, may not much 1veroprizTY of

conduct be established ?- Again, says this
mischievious advocate, © we understand that
* the depositions of some of the principal
* and most malicious’ (as he chooses to call
them) ¢ of the witnesses,

tobe given in a
pe

stile of grossness which could not in any
circumstance be published without offend-
ing decency ; ‘and which, after the com-~
Jlete acauirTan,” of the illustrious des-
tined victim of such horrid malice, could
not without the utmost injustice as well

n

&<
(13
L
€<
L 5

"

about her.” Now, was there ever so
clumsy a defence as this? Defence, do 1
say? No, rather was there ever o calumnia=-
ting a report, such injurious reflections, for,
in my mind, it casts more suspicion npon
the character, and conveys by far more gross
insinuations upon the conduct of this * il-
<< [Iustrsous personage” than any which her
hitterest enemy could haye produced. And,
if it really and seriously is intended for a de-
£ .ce; 1 shall only say with you  from such
s defenders God send her a safe deliver-
< ance.” —— Evidence which cannot be pub-
lished without offending decency! Evidence
containing minute particulars that would be
disgusting ! Depositions, aye, and those too
of the principal witnesses, containing such
grossness as could not be given to the public
without ¢ the wimost 1xJusTIcE as well as
¢ indécency ! Heavens and earth! Are
these the, expressions applied -to the inno-
cence of ‘a modest and virtuous Princess! 1!
Whence these ¢ indecencies:” Whence
this “ grossness?’” Whence these ‘* minute
$¢ particulars that would create disgust 2
(or, as you have well expressed itin page

495) < What ! the language so gross and |

¢ disgusting as to be unfit to meet the eye
#¢ of decency! The language of evidence
¢ too! What could these filthy witnesses
< have to give evidence of? Tell us Tuar
*¢ thou able advecate ! Thus, it i ad-
mitted, that the depositions even of the
principal witnesses are to be suppressed, to
be withheld from the public, or what is
worse, to be given only in part. But, the
geport is not to be garbled! No! that is not
the right phrase, Mr. Cobbett, it is5 not to
be garbled but only manufactured, manufac-
tured for.tlie public eye, by eminent barris-
ters!!! However, he does say, * when the
¢ publication is made, as we hope it will
¢ saon be, he”’ (Jack Cade)  will know to
$¢ whom to apply for such part of itas may

as the utmost indecency be published’

POLITICAL REGISTER.—** Delicate Investigation.”

[60s
¢ lLe omitted. So, it seems we are to have
a peep at it somewhere, © judicious garb-
lers ! With how good a grace will it mect
the public eye at last! For if it is to be
peeped at, to the public it will come, 0O,
wisest of the wise inhabitants.of Grab Street!
O judicious advocate! O noble defender!
Well mightest thou rival even the renowned
Don Quixotte de la Mancha, and destend-
ing from thy lofty garret, become the rightor
of all wrongs, the redresser of all grievances,
in honour of thy peerless Princess, the high
born and illustrious Dulcinea Del Toboso !
But, indeed, Mr. Cobbett, I cannot yet
bring myself to believe that all this is se-
riously intended for ajustification. No, itis
absolutely impossible. It never was meant
asa defence. And, until I am assured, that
the writer really is the most sovereign fool,
of all that swarm of fools and vermin, which
fertile Grub Street fhas yet produced, I shall
continue to believe that you and he appa-
rently are adversaries, yet, in fact, that you
both aim at, the same point, and both have
the same object in view, namely, a true pub-
lication of the whole report. He, to be
sure, has chosen an infinitely more cunning
and crafty mode of obtaining his purpose
than .you; though, indeed, 1do believe he
has hit upen the most effectual. Do but ob-
serve. it in this point of view, and I am sure
you and every one else will be convinced
that_he can have no other intention ; for
under the specioas mask of defence has he
veiled acctsation ; but has industrionsly co-
vered it with so thin aveil, that he has the
satisfaction of observing that every one sees
through it; or, at least, that they see just
enough to make them pant to see more,
And by thus disgnising himself under the
cloak of a defender, be raises and excites cu-
riosity to the highest pitch, by giving hints
of indecencies that must shock modesty, and
of grossness that would create disgust: all
of which must be carefully concealed from
the public eye; for, says he, you know that
the * acquittal is already public and nncon-
¢ tradicted,” therefore, why should youm
wish to know more. And although the
evidence does contain some gross indecencies
and impurities, yet, surély the purity and in-
nocence of the illustrions personage can ne-
ver be doubted. O thou unreasonable
public! . wherefore shouldst thou seek to
know whence these ¢ indecencies could
proceed,” or upon what foundation the
nasty witnesses had recourse to such disgust-
ing grossness ——Hoping, therefore, Mr.
Cobbett, that this explanation will no longer
permit you to consider the writer in the
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Morning Post as a friend to concealment ;
but that you will do him the justice to be-

* lieve that a * full and gennine report,” is as

much his wish as it certainly is yours; so [
shall concludewith hoping, that instead of
considering him as an opponent, you will
on the contrary greet him as a fellow labour-
er, most indefatigable in the cause of publi-
city, and that you will therefore act in con-
cert together, by continving to pursue this
laudable purpese, though by different routs
and with ditferent weapons: I have the
honour to be, Sir, yours, ever,—A Friexp
To Pusricity axp JusTicE. Oct. 13,
15800,

PUBLIC PAPER.

Declaration of the Kino of Great Britain, ;
From the London Gax-tte, Qctoler 21, |

1800.

The negociations in which his Majesty
has been engaged with France, having ter-
minated unsuccessfully, his Majesty thinks
proper to make this public declaration to his
subjects and to Europe, of the circumstances
which have led to an issue which his Ma-
jesty deeply regrets. He has no object
nearer to his heart, than the conclusion of a
secure and permanent peace. He laments
the continwance of a war, affecting the
happiness of so many nations, and which,
even amidst all the successes that attend his
arms, is so burthensome to his faithful and
affectionate people. But he is confident,
that there can arise on this occasion ro other
sentiment, either in his own dominions, or
in any part of Europe, than that of an
increased conviction. that the restoration of
general tranquillity is retarded only by the
injustice and ambition of the enemy.—The
French government, unsatisfied with its
immense acquisitions on the continent, still
epenly perseveres in a system destructive of
of the independence of every other power.
War is pursued, not for secarity, but for
conquest ; and negociations for peace appear

to be entered into for no other object, than

‘that of deluding the neighbouring powers

into a state of false security, while France is
herself preparing, arranging, and executing
her uaremitted projects of encroachment
and aggression.—Her conduct in the recent
discussions has afforded but too many proofs
of this disposition.—~The negociation origi-
nated in an offer made by the French go-
wernment of treating for peace on the basis of
actual possession,which was stated toadmit of
inutual compensation; and a distinct as-
furance was added, that his Majesty’s Ger-
imag domipions, which had been attacked |

without even the pretence of any cause of
hostility, should be restored.—Such a pro-

" posal appeared to his Majesty to afford a just

foundation for negociating : it was therefors
accepted with this reserve, that the negocia-

| tion should be conducted by his Majesty in
" concert with his allies.—No sodner had this

basis been mutually admitted, than it was
departed from by the enemy, and that too,
in points of so great importance as to call for
an immediate declaration en the part of his

| Majesty, that upless the principle proposed
» by France herself were adhered to, the com-

munications which had been opened between
the two governments must at once be closed.
—This produced new professions of the
dispositions of France, to make considerable
sacrifices for the attainment of peace, if
the discussions were suffered to proceed ;
at the same time, that adifficulty was started
on account of the want of full powers in the
person intrusted by his Majesty with this
communication.  Steps  were thereupon
taken by his Majesty for opening a regular
negociation by ministers duly authorised, in
order to ascertain, in a manner the most
satisiactory and authentic, whether peace
coull be obtainod on terms honourable to
the King and his allies, and consistent with
the general security of Europe—During
these proceedings, a minister sent by the

. Emperor of Russia to-treat for the same

important - object, in concert with his Ma-
jesty’s governmont, was indaced by the ar-
tifices of the enemy, to sign “a separate
treaty, on terms equally repugnant fo the
hounour and interests of his imperial Majesty,
—Unmoved by this unexpected event, the
King continued to negociase precisely on
the same principles as before.  He relied,
with a confidence which expericnce has
amply justified, on the good faith and steadt-
ness of an ally, in concert with whom he
had begun to treat, and whose interests he
maintained with the same firmness as higown,
The French Government, on the contrary,
elated by this advantage, of which it bose-
ted as equal in importance to the most de-
cisive victory, departed in every conference
more and mere widely from its own offers
and engagements Not only did it take tpon
itself to change, at its own will, the basis of
the Negociation with Great Briiain, but
violated, in points still more important,
every principle of good faith with Russia.
The chief inducement offercd to that power,
2s the price of all the socsifices extorted
from her' minister, had been the pre-
servation of Germany. = Yet, before the de-
cision of Russia on this trealy could be

s
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