It is, with great Humility, ]}!“Ctﬁ{)llt“fl to the Right Honourable

the Lords, Spiritual and ’f!_\-emlp{);ue! of the United Kirt

of Great Britain ax nd Irela:

- debts which they haye not the means of paying.

That they are desirous of surrendering all their respect J{Tocts, for the use of their creditors.

That as the debts for which many of them are confined, were not incurred by fraud, or for any
malicious injury, they are suffering punishment at the discretion of their Creditors, although they

have committed no crime.

That, inasmuch, as there is provision of food, beds, fuel, or medicine, for persons
confined in this place, many of them ror the severest effects of want and wretchedness :—inas-
much. also, as the industry of the Debtors cannot be conveniently cultivated here, many wives
and children, who were fi in comfort and respectability, experience the
or are dependent on pa tance. And that, inasmuch as the want of employmen
norality of prisoners becomes seriously endangered by long inc

leads to depravity, the

For these y implore

be ph';wﬁ{i;

relief.
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very ol civil debt, a man may be &

That by the
into custody, upon the un u;‘p(n‘t:"l ( of an individual to a debt of ten |'-m|m'!\.
prison, friendless and destitute, for

That, 1
more than a year, before ve the money for which he has been
arrested.

That, if the Plaintiff obtain a verdict for his dem: .veral months further may elapse before
the Defendant can require the only allowance which provided for him—sixpence a

day ; extende only

to debts under 300L. which at an expense of about two

guineas.

‘hat if the Plaintiff carefully pay il ixpence » may, in many cases, hold the Defendant
in prison until his death

That if the Plaintiff fail in prov ine his demand, the Defendant may, nevertheless, remain some

time ; and be at some expense, before he can be liberated.

he charees of \ttorney for conducting the defence, are all that he can then obtain ;
and there are very few cases in which he can recover any indemnity for the various injuries which

ed by imprisonment.
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That, as the principles of virtue and religion are greatly affected, and even genius, erudition,
and industry, sufler severely by the contamination of prison intercourse, many, after residence

amongst gaol habits, become mischievous to the community who had formerly been useful members

of society.
That there is no distinction made between the punishment of a fraudulent Debtor, and that

which is suffered by the victim of misfortune ; and that even ihe subsistence of Felons is provided

for, whilst that of Debtors is unregarded by law, excepting by the allowance of the sixpences.

For these, and other powerful Considerations, which involve the most sacred
Interests of Mankind, They adventure to entreat this Right Honourable
House, to exercise its high Authority, in furtherance of such Measures

= b 1. x o .
as may seem likely to correct or ameliorate the Circumstances which are
presented : Nor will the Memorial of National Gratitude be less sacred,
if it shall be recorded, that the Fiftieth Year of His Majesty’s Reign was
made an /Era of personal Liberty, by the Act of this Right Honourable

House.

Signed by 546 Prisoners, having 276 Wives, and 999 Children.
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The numerous Prisoners confined for Debl in the King's Bench, having presented

a Petition lo the Right Honourable he House of Lords, praying for Relicf, have requested
i i ; T X : i

¢ . . Aty e
that a Copy should be transmitied to your /{ e L (,f/' L e
P i Y
D /

They hope and trust, that your/~ e “Hpha ‘/j will promote their Causey, which has so many

and such powerful Claims on your Humanily and Benevolence.

On behalf of the Petitioners,

1 have the honour to subseribe myself,

Kine's-Bench Prison, Yy A haedr

Feb. Z5 1810.

most obedient humble Servant,

Printed by the Philanthropic Society, St. George's Fields.
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